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Volunteer Training for the Strategic 
National Stockpile a Success

South Carolina became better prepared to respond 
to an outbreak of Pandemic Influenza or any other 
biohazard on March 24, 2007. Over 120 health 
professionals gathered 
at Seawell’s Conference 
Center in Columbia 
to receive training for 
distributing the antibiotics 
and antiviral medications 
in the Strategic National 
Stockpile (SNS) to citizens 
of South Carolina should 
the need arise.

The Strategic National 
Stockpile refers to the 
large quantities of 
medicine and medical 
supplies that have been amassed by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). These 
supplies are stored in several secret locations 
throughout the country and can be deployed to 
protect the American public if there is a public 
health emergency (terrorist attack, flu outbreak, 
earthquake, etc.) severe enough to cause local 
supplies to run out.  

Although public health officials in each state 
have plans to quickly receive and distribute SNS 
medicine and medical supplies, local health 
care providers must contribute the manpower 
to dispense and administer the medications to 
our citizens in a timely and effective manner.  As 
pharmacists, both 
Joanne Epley, the South 
Carolina DHEC Director 
of the SNS, and Deborah 
Stier Carson, PharmD, 
working with South 
Carolina AHEC’s Disaster 
Preparedness & Response 
Training program, 
realized the importance 
of training a cohort of 
their peers to take part 
in such an endeavor 
before the containers 
with the SNS arrived 
in our state. They teamed up with Deborah Derrick, 
ESAR-VHP Volunteer Coordinator with South 
Carolina DHEC, Sandra Tucker, South Carolina DHEC 

Region 3 Nursing Director, and Harvey Hoots, South 
Carolina DHEC Program Coordinator, to develop the 
day-long program.

Participating pharmacists, nurses, and pharmacy 
technicians learned the basics of Incident Command 

and the National Incident 
Management System from South 
Carolina DHEC’s John Brown.  They 
also learned the expected role of 
health care providers during the 
activation of the SNS, and the legal 
ramifications of volunteering as 
a health care professional during 
times of disaster. Matthew Penn, 
Staff Attorney for South Carolina 
DHEC, explained the challenge 
of working through the Worker 
Compensation and Liability issues 
that all states face in the event of a 

disaster. Jennifer Baker of the South 
Carolina Pharmacy Association outlined procedures 
for pharmacists to obtain rights to administer 
vaccines. 

During the afternoon training sessions, participants 
used schematics of a public school to lay out the 
patient flow for a SNS Point of Dispensing Site taking 
into consideration security, isolation of sick patients 
and area for staff respite. During the SNS exercise, 
they learned how to “triage” patients depending on 
their medical and psychological needs. Participants 
practiced dispensing mass quantities of antibiotics 
and rehearsed the process of rapidly vaccinating 
large numbers of citizens in the event of a pandemic 
virus.

Participant and observer feedback 
was overwhelmingly positive. W. 
Chuck Menchion, a Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
Program Services Consultant for the 
Strategic National Stockpile, offered 
high praise of the workshop. He 
applauded South Carolina for 
“taking a lead role in setting the 
stage for building the number of 
volunteers needed to facilitate a 
mass dispensing campaign”.  

To learn more about educational 
opportunities being offered by the Disaster 
Preparedness & Response Training Network, visit 
www.scahec.net/prepares. 

Participants Plan Response for Strategic National Stockpile Exercise

Training Provides Experience in Emergency Medication Distribution
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Lowcountry AHEC Welcomes New 
Personnel

Ms. Debbie Anderson is the new Continuing Education 
Coordinator for Lowcountry AHEC.  She has worked 
in the field of health 
care and education 
for over nine years. 
During that time 
she has coordinated 
continuing medical 
education for 
residents and medical 
staff, coordinated 
seminars for hospital 
staff, and taught 
life skills and team building to college students. Her 
duties at Lowcountry AHEC include: conducting 
needs assessment as part of the LC AHEC continuing 
education team; assessing, planning, implementing, 
and evaluating CE nursing and allied health programs; 
and identifying nursing continuing education event 
resources including instructors and venue sites.

Ms. Lisa Schreiber is one of two health professions 
student coordinators at Lowcountry AHEC. In that 
role she coordinates the clinical rotations of multiple 
disciplines of health professions students. Ms. Schreiber 
oversees student clinical placements, housing 
placements, and preceptor assignments. In addition, 
she assists students with community-focused health 
promotion projects. She also works with the South 
Carolina Rural Interdisciplinary Program of Training 
(SCRIPT) at Lowcountry AHEC. Prior to working at 
Lowcountry AHEC, Ms. Schreiber coordinated university 
students at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. 
In addition, Ms. Schreiber brings an artistic background 
and web design skills to Lowcountry AHEC. 

Tonya Brady is an 
administrative assistant 
for Lowcountry AHEC. In 
that role, she is responsible 
for assisting the program 
coordinators. Tonya has 
an associate degree in 
office systems technology 
from Orangeburg-Calhoun 
Technical College and has 
worked with the Colleton 
County EMS and most 
recently was a dialysis 
technician at Davita 

Healthcare. 

From left to right:  Lisa Schreiber, Tonya 
Brady, and Debbie Anderson

Carter New Director of Family 
Medicine Residency Program

In February of this year, 
Charles Carter, Jr., MD 
became the new Director 
of the Family Medicine 
Residency Program at 
Palmetto Health.

Dr. Carter grew up in western North Carolina 
but received his undergraduate and medical 
education in South Carolina. He graduated from 
Wofford College and earned a doctor of
medicine from the University of South Carolina 
School of Medicine. He is a graduate of the 
Family Medicine Residency at Palmetto Health 
Richland, Columbia, where he served as chief 
resident his final year. After residency, Dr. 
Carter served as the John C. Rose Fellow in 
Medical Editing and Faculty Development at 
Georgetown University School of Medicine, 
Washington, D.C.

Before his appointment to the University of 
South Carolina School of Medicine, Dr. Carter 
was employed as a faculty member with the
Atlanta Medical Center Family Medicine 
Residency Program, in Morrow, Georgia, and as
a Clinical Assistant Professor at Mercer 
University School of Medicine, in Macon, 
Georgia. 

In addition to his duties as residency director, 
he serves as an assistant editor for the American 
Family Physician.  His special interests include 
nutrition and exercise, obesity, chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease, evidence-based 
practice/information mastery, and medical 

writing and editing.

Dr. Carter is board 
certified in Family 
Medicine and a 
member of the SC 
Academy of Family 
Physicians, American 
Academy of Family 
Physicians, and 
Society of Teachers 
of Family Medicine.   
He lives with his wife, 
Becky, and his son, 
Quinn, in Columbia.
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CALL FOR ARTICLES:  

The editorial staff of “South 
Carolina AHEConnects” welcomes 
the submission of articles, success 
stories and upcoming events for the 
Fall Edition.

Please forward information, articles 
and photos to Ragan DuBose-Morris 
at duboser@musc.edu.  The deadline 
for submissions is August 1, 2007.


