Population Health Curriculum

for Health Professionals

Learning Assessment Tools
Module 2
Multiple Choice Exam Questions (one best answer)

2-1.
In what type of epidemiologic study are the subjects grouped on a predetermined basis and studied over time for the development of health conditions?

a.
case control




c.
clinical trials

b.
cohort





d.
double blind

2-2.
What type of epidemiological study organizes and summarizes data according to time, place and person?

a.
descriptive




c.
observational

b.
analytical




d.
intervention

2-3.
An epidemiologist conducted a study in which a group of people with hypertension were divided into two groups.  The test group was given an experimental drug for hypertension and the control group received a placebo.  Blood pressure measurements were obtained from both groups and the results were compared.  What type of study is this?

a.
case control




c.
prospective cohort

b.
retrospective cohort



d.
intervention

2-4
In measures of disease frequency, the number of new cases in a given period of time divided by the total at-risk population is called:

a.
prevalence




c.
incidence

b.
rate





d.
occurrence

2-5.
In assessing exposure to a disease, what factor is calculated to identify differences in disease rates between exposed and unexposed groups?

a.
odd ratio




c.
prevalence

b.
relative risk




d.
rate

2-6.
When considering screening tests for disease status, the positive predictive value of a test is the probability:

a.
of testing positive if the disease is truly present.

b.
of testing negative if the disease is truly absent.

c.
a person who tests positive actually has the disease.

d.
a person who tests negative is actually disease free.

Essay or Short Answer Questions

2-7.
Define epidemiology and discuss its role as the foundation of public health.

2-8.
List and briefly describe the three common measures of disease frequency.

2-9.
Distinguish between case control, cohort, and experimental studies in terms of the group(s) studied and the time periods of study.

2-10.
Discuss the difference between prevalence and cumulative incidence as measures of disease frequency.

2-11.
Compare and contrast relative risk and odds ratio as measures of risk exposure.

Ideas for small group projects, research reports or papers

2-12.
Identify and explore ways in which your health care profession has interfaced with public health in epidemiologic studies.  If no obvious link exists, research another health care profession and identify their interaction with public health in epidemiologic studies.
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