	SCAHEC ELECTIVE 

EMED 842
Trauma/Critical Care Acting Internship   
Faculty: Thomas Ashley, MD 

               Kristine Lombardozzi, MD
               Charles Morrow, MD
                       

Institution: Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System

Location: Spartanburg, South Carolina

Duration: 2 week or 4 weeks

Course Offered: Throughout academic year

Number of Students: 1 student per rotation
This clerkship is designed for medical students with an interest in a Trauma/Critical Care clerkship. This clerkship provides exposure to all aspects of our Surgery residency program.  The student is expected to be part of the team caring for our patients. They are expected to participate in floor rounds, OR cases, ER evaluations & ER/floor procedures. They are expected to take pm call with the team two nights a week.

The Trauma/Critical Care Team responds to trauma resuscitations and is involved with immediate evaluation and management of critically injured patients in our Emergency Center. This service provides critical care of trauma, general surgery and surgical specialties (i.e. ortho, plastics, urology) and patients in ICU. 

The student will learn how to manage the critically ill and injured surgical patient (both pre and post operatively). In addition, they will learn how to use invasive hemodynamic monitoring and manage other support systems, such as ventilators, while dealing with multisystem failure and interacting with families of critically ill patients.  The students will be expected to assume primary control of 1 or 2 critically ill patients during their shifts. They will perform admission history and physicals, write daily notes and orders, interact with the primary service and consulting services to help make diagnoses, evaluate problems and plan therapy. They will also see that the therapeutic plan is carried out. All of this will be done under the direction of residents who are assigned to the Critical Care Service and the attending physicians. 

On completion of this elective, a student will:
1. Become familiar with the initial evaluation and management of the trauma patient. 

2. Become familiar with the basic principles of resuscitation. 

3. Become familiar with the basic principles of resuscitation of the critically ill patient. 

4. Become familiar with the physiology, management and outcome of multiple organ dysfunction. (Application of cardiovascular, respiratory and renal physiology) 

5. Exposure to ethical dilemmas and level of support decisions in patient care. 

6. Exposure to procedures: central access, chest tube placement, wound dZbridements, tracheotomies, etc.)

Instructional Methodology:

Formal conferences are held throughout the week covering a range of surgical topics relevant to the patient population seen by the surgical staff.  These include general surgery, trauma surgery, vascular surgery, surgical oncology, pediatric surgery, as well as morbidity and mortality.  A student can expect daily walk rounds with the surgical team as well as individual instruction and quizzing from the house staff and surgical faculty.  A student is expected to take in-house call every fourth night as part of the general surgery/trauma team. The consulting staff and residents will evaluate the student based on their day-to-day performance. It is the students’ responsibility to arrange a time for the prospector to complete his/her evaluation prior to the completion of the clerkship. 


