
COVID-19 Pandemic: Lessons 
Learned and Implications for 
Optimizing the Health of Rural and 
Marginalized Communities
A part of the Rural Health Equity Series

The COVID-19 pandemic was an unprecedented challenge for 
healthcare professionals and communities. This webinar will focus on the 
lessons learned, including challenges with healthcare access for rural 
South Carolinians, historical and contemporary mistrust of the medical 
system, the need for robust individual and family care during care 
transitions (e.g., hospital to home-based care), and the importance of 
social connections.  We will highlight innovative models of care and 
discuss opportunities to support populations, such as young adults, that 
may have unique health challenges related to the pandemic.

Learning Outcome:
At least 80% of participants will be able to describe an action plan and/or 
models of care for intervening to decrease rural health disparity rates in 
South Carolina related to COVID-19 for rural and marginalized 
communities.

Objectives:
Upon completion of this program, the participant should be able to:
1. Analyze the COVID-19-related challenges faced by rural and 

marginalized patients and families in rural South Carolina, focusing 
on healthcare access and transitions of care.

2. Describe the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on social needs,  
family and social relationships, and related health implications.

3. Discuss innovative models of care to support patients and families 
during care transitions. 

On-Demand Video

Available:
April 25, 2024 

Thru
 April 25, 2026

Target Audience:
 Counselors/Therapists, 

Social Workers, and 
other healthcare 
professionals.

Price: Free

Register at: bit.ly/RuralHE

https://bit.ly/RuralHE


Credit

AHEC: This program is approved for 0.125 CEU’s (1.25 clock hour) by Lowcountry AHEC and meets 
SC AHEC Best Practice Standards.

Counselors and Therapists: This program is approved for 1.25 hour of continuing education credit. 
The South Carolina AHEC system is recognized as a permanent sponsor of continuing education by 
the South Carolina Board of Examiners of Licensure of Professional Counselors, Marriage and 
Family Therapists, and Psycho-Educational Specialists.

Social Workers: This program is approved for 1.25 non-social work hours of continuing education by 
Lowcountry AHEC, a part of the South Carolina AHEC system, as defined by the South Carolina 
Board of Social Work Examiners.

Successful completion of the program requires attendance for 90 percent of the program and a 
completed online evaluation by the participant within 14 calendar days of the program date. A 
certificate of completion will not be made available to you if the evaluation is not completed within this 
timeframe. No partial credit available.

Presenters: 
Gayenell S. Magwood, PhD, RN, FAHA, FAAN is Professor and Myrtle Irene Brown 
Endowed Chair at the University of South Carolina, College of Nursing. She is a 
preeminent nurse scientist, educator, and advocate, whose dynamic nursing career 
has spanned over 30 years. 

Jewel Scott, PhD, RN, FNP-C is an assistant professor at the University of South 
Carolina College of Nursing.  She is a primary care nurse practitioner with decades of 
experience working at federally qualified health centers.  She is currently leading 
research on the impact of racial trauma and the COVID-19 pandemic on social 
networks and health behaviors of reproductive-age Black women.

Brought to you by:

This program is supported by funding from the Health Equity Initiative, in partnership with the SC Office of Rural Health (SCORH) and SC 
Department of Health and Environmental Control (SC DHEC). The Health Equity Initiative is part of a national project by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), supported by funding through the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act.

Register at www.scahec.net/learn
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